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'Monsan’ro Meels New EPA Slandards %

?FM Notes ngh Costof Compllance“ :

Tlghlet standa:da .on ;adloactive s

releases from hospitals, nuclear power
plants, and even elemental phosphorus
manufacturers’ has brought criticisin
from Idaho Sen: Jim McClure about the
“‘one-sided approach of the U.S.
Envu-onmental ‘Protection Agency
toward ting mnnnfactumlg indus--

tries that'could cause serious damage to

southeaatem Idaho's economy.” :
5 EPA's. reduced national emission

) atandud ‘for radionuclides from ele-

inental phosphorus “plants was issued
0ct.3lnndcalleforanewstandnrdoi2
curies per year, « down from the former
standard of 21 curies,

FMC's plant in Pocatello will not
meet the new standard, even after
spending several million - dollars on

our plant, spent $10 million to reduce

- those releases, and lived up to our policy
of continuous improvement in the
quality of the environment."

An Idaho State Journal story reported
Mare Bowman; the plant’s environ:
mental supervisor at FMC, as paylng his
company would either have to upgrade _
existing equipment or design new tech:

- nology to bring its calciners into comph-
ance with the new emission-standard.
The atticle lurther noted EPA esti-
mated it will cost EMC over §13 million
_to install a vent
. control the radioaétive emissions and
cost $1.7 million every year to operate.
For the past week, Sen. McClure has
been in direct contact with both EPA
5 -and the FMC. Corporation, the White

‘scrubber that would: =:Driving, *

McClure referred to pmposed EPA
standards that would reduce the lifetime
- risk by the “moat exposed™ lndiwlduale
to one in 10,000, -

“Under those standards, a 70-yeu;-9'l‘d
man would have a 1-in-10,000 risk ‘of
increased cancer if he was born; never
left, and died in the most exposed
position in FMC's Pocatello plant
McClure said.* -

. “I'm trying to say there has to be uom:
reasouableneu In all of this,” McCluée
added. “Nothing is 100 percent ué
‘sleeping, even “working
EPA-all of those actions have risks. But
there' are severe, -even catastrophic
economic consequénces which translate
into very personal human terms when
men and women are throw dut of work

umoke stack oq-ubbegs. FMC emits ! House, and the_ Olllee of Management Pecauae of ,bv_erzealous regulauous ot
10 euries pe Jear, EP has { and ; Budget “rég ?~u§pew‘,_ PA % ‘EPA pec '_ily ‘fotupleted..a’ zwo-ygm
2R PO W radlonucllde ‘emissfont standard which ¥Patudy e ning exposure to “p‘lag anc

onsanto Company's Soda Springs could cripple segments of Idaho's phos- ‘stack emissions from Monsanto jénc

t lmu an actiial stack emission rate of
Jees than 1 curie, as measured in 1988,
local plant officials said Monday, md

. phate industry,

FMC. Phosphate ore contains’ uranmm

- ““Once again EPA Is genetalizing, and ~which is radioactive, and that has heer

 ithey’ve gone way foo far " my view,

* 1the concern of the EPA in their study t
easily meets the new standard. McClure said, “I fhink there's a danger édetennme what _levels ol radon, : ¢
F{Monsaito “attributés Tts low radio- 'y the stability of industries like FMC if " by-product of uranium, was present’it
! gnclide emission rate to the installation, we're not able to get them to gdopt a the eommumties ol Poca%llo*and Sodc

&t significant capital cost, of state-of-the- . reasonable position. And I'm absolutels 'Spnngs
! jare_scrubber techuology n September, o o ey Aot o)

-As

" Radiation : {Expomre Study, EPA

documénted this reduction with its

- amibient monitotlng petwork. Their

results show dirborne radionuclide con-
centrations near the plant to be right at
background levels.

1 \Wayne_Bliss, hud of EPA's Oll‘we of

, Jladladon Program in Las Vegas, stated

-

2( a press "briefing in ‘June that these
results did not. justify ,their recom-
mendation for furlhet regulntlon ol the

mduu et
C.M. McCallo plant manager “of
Monunlo'a Soda Bprings. facility, suted
r\h.at ;gl;g.l@pmmta Jm._pagticyla
“emissiond which

radionuclides “are condlstent with qur .
long-term commitmeit to exceed mgu’la-
tory requirements whenever possible.”

McCullough,* fefering to EPA's

pm,ol the _Southeast Idaho :

: 3 dedicated ta seexng that they don't go too .
3 lar. he said.
“I fear wlm we are seeing on the part'

‘of EPA is new unrealistic emisaions -
" constant _exposure for a”70-year kifi

'mgulatlons, with little’if any regard for

the economic consequences and a devil-",
“tary risks such ds diet, smoking, anc

may-care attitude if hundreds of people
end up getting thrown out of work," ssid
McClure, who suggested that the new
EPA process for phosphate plants is
similar to the one that eventually shut

down the lead, silver end nnc pmelter in

Kellogg. :
McClure said negotlatlons between
- EPA, FMC Corporntlon. and his office
ve resulted in less tl)an satisfactory

jf‘

zand safety; and there appears to be little. :
Af any flexibility,™ McClure stated. “I'd ..

*Their new emission olu#‘anhaluvo -—»—SOJLSQNWW

: Their ﬁndlngs were that there was llu
poulblllty of an increase in cancer
related deatha’gn the rqte‘g{gbout oneq
two per 10,000, . peop levet- maximiir

penod When compared to other volun-

non-tise of seat belts, EPA officials saic

. the radionuclide risk was yery small ir
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Tod to this Feductioh m « little relation to protecting human heaith  Association will have their fall m

‘and craft auction-on Nov. 15, at 6 pn.
-at Tosoiba Lanes. The cost is one craf

“.bet there are more health “risks in ‘('i'tem . i

-throwing hundreds of people out of work °

‘A $25 cash | pru.e will he given to th

announcement, said, *“We researched the  ¢han there are in mﬁng ridlculoul ““league best represented at the meetin

control of radionuclide emissions from

-emission aundards.
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R be added to their prize fund).

REGEH

NOV1 31389
INAMA ABCRATINNG NEEINf

; !

VE]

%2 oeol



